1798] French Regime in Wisconsin

Monsieur the General. Holy Mass was said for him in the
morning, and we were much inclined to celebrate the holiday in
the evening; but the slowness of the Pyrotechnist, and the
changeableness of the weather caused the celebration to be post-
poned until the 14th of the same month, when some very fine
rockets were fired off and the air was made to resound with a
hundred shouts of “Long live the King,” and “Long live Charles
de Beaunharnois.” Tt was on this oceasion that the wine of the
Sioux was made to flow, and it was most excellent, although there
are no finer vines here than in Canada. What contributed
much to the amusement was the terror of some cabins of Indians
who were then around the fort. When these poor people saw
the fireworks in the air and the stars falling from heaven,
women and children took to flight, and the most courageous of
the men cried for merey, and urgently asked {hat the astonishing
play of this terrible medicine should be made to cease.

As soon as we had arrived among them they assembled in a
very few days around the French fort to the number of 95
cabing, which would amount in all to 150 men, for there are
at the most two men each in their portable cabins of dressed
gkins, and in many there is only one. These were all that we
have seen, except a band of about 60 men who came on the 26th
of the month of Febrnary and were of those Nations that are
called the Sioux of the Prairies. At the end of November the
savages departed for their winter quarters. It is true that they
did not go far away and that {here were always some to be
seen during the winter. But since the 2nd of last April, when
several eabins of them repassed here to go to their spring hunt-
ing, none of them have been seen. Ome cance of ten men,
detailed to go and find them, looked for them in vain for a week
even for more than sixty leagues up the Mississipi; it arrived
yesterday without hearing any tidings of them.

Although T have said that the Sioux were alarmed at the
rockets, which they took for new phenomena, it must not be
supposed from that [that] they are less intelligent than other
Indians we know.

They seem to me more so, at least they are apparently much
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